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Francis signed his marriage contract " Francis of
Anjou " ; he obtained from Henry II. when Dau-
phin a promise of the investiture, or as he preferred
to call it the u restitution " of Provence ; he sacri-
ficed, when commanding an army in Italy, the
interests of France to some chimerical plan for
asserting the old Angevin claim to the Crown of
Naples. This baseless assumption was the prelude
to bolder flights of ambitious fancy. The time was
not far distant when the agents and pamphleteers
of the House of Lorraine strove to establish that
the Crown of France might more justly be worn by
the descendants of Charles the Great than by any
member of the usurping House of Capet.

The Duke of Guise had the reputation of a great
and popular captain. He had been successful in
war, his bravery was undoubted, and he affected
magnanimity in success and a soldierly directness
of bearing and conduct. The pliant disposition of
his brother the Cardinal, his experience in every
form of intrigue, maintained the influence of the
family at Court, and enabled the Duke to stand
aloof from a contest of meanness and duplicity, alien
not so much to his real character as to an ostentatious
display of chivalrous pride and independence.

The Cardinal of Lorraine was of graceful and
commanding presence, gifted with refined and per-
suasive eloquence, an accomplished scholar and
singularly successful in winning the confidence of
those with whom he conversed ; but he was as mean-
spirited and despondent in adversity as he was
arrogant and presumptuous in success, and the